
Who Do You Say that I Am? 

For many of us, Christianity begins with our profession of faith in Christ and is 

followed by baptism, church membership and activity.  These are then accompanied by 

a moral and religious way of living which includes our daily devotions and our efforts to 

do the best we can by avoiding presumptuous sins.  Should we sin, then we confess 

these and move on.   

 However, as we look at such texts as Mk 8:27-9:1, we get a clear understanding 

that the Christian life does not center on the Christian but rather on the Person and work 

of Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed One sent by the Father to seek and save those that 

the Father had given him in eternity past.  In a way that is equally pointed and 

unambiguous, this passage of Scripture soberly impresses upon us the rigorous 

requirements of discipleship.  In verses 27 through 30 we are told that:  

Disciples Are to Have a Sound Knowledge of the Identity of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

They are to do that by not only understanding who he is but also by making a 

bold and public confession of him as Messiah.  In his conversation with his disciples, 

Jesus is not concerned about his standing in the realm of public opinion.  Of course, it is 

not that he is absolutely unconcerned about the community impression but that he is 

more focused on what his disciples, those to whom he will delegate the awesome 

responsibility of making disciples of all nations by baptizing them in the Triune Name 

and teaching them everything that he commanded them, Mt 28:18 -20, consider him to 

be.  Surely if there were to take his message from Jerusalem to the furthest regions of 

the world, they must at least be able to correctly understand his identity. The public 

thinks that he is a prophet, maybe one that is on par with one of the greatest Old 

Testament prophets, Elijah, or even similar in stature and significance to the greatest 

prophet of that dispensation, John the Baptist.  While this is a partially correct 

understanding of him – in order to fulfill his Mediatorial role, Christ had to assume the 

office of prophet, priest and King –to compare him with Elijah and John is to limit him to 

being a human prophet, a prophet certainly but nevertheless, an ordinary prophet.  This 

was the view of Christ "according to the flesh", that is to say, from man's perspective.   

Upon hearing this assessment, Jesus redirects the question from the estimation 

of the general public to his disciples as if to say, "right now I'm not really interested in 

what the man on the street is saying but I'd like you to tell me who do you think I am. 

"Peter, speaking representatively of the disciples, answers with crystal-like clarity and 

effusive confidence, "You are the Christ." This is the first truth that a disciple of Christ 

needs to know: he is the Christ, the Messiah, the eternal Son of God sent by God on a 

redemptive mission. He is eternal because his "coming forth is from of old, from ancient 

days." Mic 5:2, because he is".. a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek." Heb 7:17 



and above all, because "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God."  Jn 1:1. That is to say he is eternally co-eternal with God the 

Father (and necessarily so with the Holy Spirit), co-existent with God the Father (and 

necessarily so with the Holy Spirit), and eternally co-equal with God the Father as fully 

God in all aspects concerning "Godness" (and necessarily so with the Holy Spirit). He is 

the only begotten Son of God whom God sends to live for and died for, in other words, 

to purchase with the price of his blood, those upon whom God the Father had chosen in 

eternity past to set his affections in order to display them as trophies of his electing 

grace.   

  Already I'm running into difficulty because in the next major section, verses 31-33 

Jesus speaks of the climax of his earthly ministry, his conscious and voluntary 

submission of himself to be crucified (under Pontius Pilate) at the hands of the religious 

leaders of Israel.  This brings us to the second requirement of the disciple:  

Disciples Are to Have a Thorough Understanding of Christ's Messianic Mission.   

  Where is the difficulty?  We encounter it when we try to separate Christ's Person 

from his work. It is an impossibility. The Person of Jesus Christ is constitutive of his 

work. This means the two so inseparably connected that would commit egregious error 

by mentioning one without the other. After all, is he not a unique person, the God-man 

who is named both Immanuel, which means God with us, Mt 1:23, as well as Jesus, 

who will save his people from their sins, v, 21? Therefore, a correct understanding of 

Christ requires us to see him as the eternal son of God sent from the bosom of God the 

Father who breaks into this current age in order to gather unto himself God's elect 

sheep from all nations through his vicarious sinless life, suffering, death and 

resurrection for them. 

      In summary, those with a heart for God clearly understand, proclaim and defend 

the Person and work of Christ. 


